JESUS
written. At the end he records the deepest and most significant prophecy. For his truth, indeed, will " tarry till I come/' while that of Peter will not.
It will be understood that in this book I cannot give more than certain essentials of the life and wisdom of Jesus. It is impossible to fully enter into it. That would require a big book of its own, many books perhaps. It has never yet been done. Many writers of books have written "Lord, Lord'' upon their covers, but their hearts were far from him. The books of Churchmen were coloured by the creeds and their spiritual fear before God; the other books are no more enlightening. Renan, for instance, states "that in estimating a picture of Raphael the idea is nothing, the picture alone counts." But how you are to estimate a picture unless you do absolutely comprehend the idea, he doesn't say. In writing his Vie de Jesus, he never truly saw one idea in the life or teaching of Jesus. The simple truth of them all escaped him.
Jesus was born of Mary in the usual way. Who was his father we do not know. But we do know this, that in his physical origin, his life and death, he never departed from the laws that govern all flesh. He would not have been " man" had he done so. There was nothing unusual or significant in his physical birth, or he would have told us. There was something unusual and very significant in his crucifixion and subsequent events, though it in no way